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CONSERVATION STARTS HERE
GREETINGS FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MEREDITH HENDRICKS

When describing what I do, I often say, “My job is people, and the subject is parks.” Folks 
don’t always expect that conservation has so much more to do with human behavior than 
it does with the land itself. 

I use the word “parks” because it is the best word I can think of to 
describe a complex set of preservation tools that come together to 
protect a piece of land. I use the word “people” because conservation 
starts with us—with me, with you, with our staff and Board, with 
landowners, docents, researchers, funders, officials, and even the 
lawyers (bless their hearts). I believe it takes far more people to come 
together and agree to leave a piece of land alone than it does to decide 
to develop it. Leaving things alone, taking the long view, riding out 
the ups and downs; it isn’t always human nature to do that. But in  
our field, we think about a horizon that goes out far past where our 
own ends.

This newsletter celebrates some of the people involved in various aspects of our work. 
They are my heroes. Each project they do is a labor of love, a piece of music, and together, 
they form a symphonic hum across the landscape. Well, to be fair, there can be a lot of 
instrument tuning and seat shuffling before achieving the symphonic part, but we get 
there, and when we do, it is beautiful.

In this issue, we focus on our commitment to land conservation and the amazing people 
who make it happen, each in a different way. You will accompany our Stewardship Team to 
a conservation easement after a devastating fire; you will meet volunteers; and you will hear 
the inspiring story of a father and son whose images offer a rewarding peek at some of the 
animals who inhabit this land alongside us.

My thanks to you, humans of Earth, who help us keep this spinning blue ball in space a 
little greener, cleaner, and so very loved. We’re in it for the long term with and for you.

As always, thank you for your support,

Meredith Hendricks, Executive Director

MISSION STATEMENT

The Land Trust for Santa Barbara County conserves 
natural resources, agricultural land, and open spaces 
for the benefit of present and future generations.
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Cindy Young
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WAYS TO GIVE 
There are many ways you can support the Land 
Trust’s mission, from tax-free contributions from 
your IRA to stock gifts to Donor Advised Funds. 
Learn more about these and other ways to give, 
including arranging a planned legacy gift at 
https://www.sblandtrust.org/ways-to-give. 

GET THE LOWDOWN: The Land Trust’s 
monthly e-newsletter has the details you need 
to stay up to date on conservation activities and 
milestones and get advance notice of events and 
other ways you can get involved in protecting 
and enjoying the land you love. Subscribe 
today at www.sblandtrust.org.

YOUR INVESTMENT IN 
CONSERVATION 
THE LAND TRUST FOR SANTA BARBARA PLAYS A PIVOTAL ROLE  
in shaping a better world through local action. For nearly 40 years, 
we have steadfastly committed to preserving the ecologically diverse 
landscapes that define our region. Conservation Starts Here—with our 
community, our supporters, and with you. Here’s how we’re making a 
difference together: 

57,304 ACRES PROTECTED AND MORE TO COME  
This is no small feat! The California coast is a global 
biodiversity hotspot and is crucial for maintaining 
ecological balance. With ongoing projects and future 

initiatives in the queue, this number will continue to grow. 

ONGOING LAND STEWARDSHIP  
Each acre protected comes with its own set of needs, 
requiring everything from evaluation and research to 
maintenance and restoration. As stewards of the land we 
protect, we ensure each acre under our umbrella serves 
an essential purpose in the overall betterment of our 
environment, whether that be for wildlife, local food 
production, or open space.

EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY PROGRAMS  
We continue to host community Treks, public talks, 
student field trips, and volunteer opportunities that 
connect people of all ages to our local environment. 
We’re not just protecting land; we’re building a more 
informed and engaged public. 

Together, we can continue to safeguard the places we love. Please 
consider a 100% tax-deductible gift today. 

CONSERVAT ION 
S TART S HERESTART S HERE

57,304
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FATHER-SON PARTNERSHIP:  
STUART AND CALLAN HALEWOOD 

IF YOU ARE NOT ACQUAINTED with Callan and his father, 
Stuart Halewood, you likely still know their photos, which have 
been featured in this newsletter and our monthly e-publication, 
The Lowdown. Callan also recently packed the barn at Arroyo 
Hondo Preserve for a show of his work.

An interview with Stuart and Callan highlights the pleasure 
that this father and son find in the natural world—a contagious 
joy they generously share through their stories of discoveries, 
challenges, and, of course, the images they capture.

Callan explains, “The start of it all” was his family’s years of visits 
to Arroyo Hondo to enjoy the nature, peace, and tranquility 
the preserve provided. “Then, in the fall of 2018 – I think I had 
just turned seven –I received a trail camera for my birthday. I 
also had a school science fair coming up, so I thought I might 
be able to do something for the fair with my new camera. We 
called the people at Arroyo Hondo and asked if I could set up a 
trail camera for my project, and they said, “Yes!” We set up the 
camera and waited. Even though we did not get very much on 
film with that first try, I was hooked.”

Callan’s project at the science fair was a hit, but he did not want 
things to end there. Luckily, his family felt the same, as their 
efforts grew exponentially. “Oh, we made so many mistakes. 
There was a lot of trial and error,” chuckles Callan when 
describing how he and his dad learned to set up the camera, 
how one camera became several cameras, and how they learned 
to “anticipate where the animals might go, why, and how often. 
Finally, we tried setting up the camera near the wall of the 
Steelhead Pond, and we knew we were onto something.”

Then came the setbacks. “We had a huge rainstorm and lost a 
camera flash in a mudslide,” he explains. By this time, Callan 
and Stuart had built their own more sophisticated camera that 
they affectionately call “our Homebrew Camera.” Then Mother 
Nature decided to stir up more trouble. The Alisal Fire broke out 
on October 11th, 2021, traveling quickly over the Santa Ynez 
Mountains and burning much of the Arroyo Hondo Preserve, 
two trap cameras included. With help from the Land Trust, 
Callan and Stuart were able to replace the lost cameras and 
continue their work. The duo called their post-Alisal Fire phase 
“The Return from the Burn” and carefully noted which species 
came back after the fire, in what order, and in what numbers.
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“�Callan is great about helping people get more information 
before they feel afraid and he understands the importance 
of giving animals space and respect.” 
Stuart adds, “The storms and the fire created a great learning 
experience for Callan about how things survive and bounce 
back.” Callan’s interest piqued. He applied for and received 
a grant from the Northern California Herpetological Society 
to document the Western Pond Turtle’s recovery after the fire. 
He then asked for Arroyo Hondo visitors’ help by creating a 
form observers could fill out and a map to indicate where their 
observations occurred. Soon, Callan found himself making a 
formal presentation to the California Herpetological Society. 

Callan is now a young teen and has started homeschooling, with 
the continuing support of his educator parents, to delve even 
deeper into his love of science. Callan enjoys giving people less 
familiar with spending time outdoors guidance to build their 
confidence as observers. As Stuart puts it, “Callan is great about 
helping people get more information before they feel afraid 
and he understands the importance of giving animals space and 
respect.” This combination of knowledge and understanding was 
on full display during his recent presentation at Arroyo Hondo. 
Many young teens might find a presentation in front of a room 
of adults intimidating. “The greatest compliment someone gave 
me after Callan’s show was that “I kept my nose out,” Stuart 
explained. Stuart may be the silent member of this partnership, 
but his support, his love of science, and his commitment to 

helping his son pursue his passion come through loud and clear.
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LANDOWNERS WHOSE LONG-TERM VISION includes 
furthering conservation through stewardship are among 
the most important contributors to the Land Trust’s 
mission. We are fortunate to have many easement partners 
in this category, including Midland School in Los Olivos. 

The Land Trust stewardship team visits every easement 
at least once a year. This year’s visit to Midland School 
became urgent after the Lake Fire. Starting on July 5th 
near Zaca Lake and burning until August 4th, the Lake 
Fire charred over 38,000 acres in the county, including 
much of the school’s 3,000-acre campus.

Founded in 1932, Midland is one of the few remaining 
true ranch boarding schools in the West. Its campus 
abuts the San Rafael wilderness and is home to a ten-acre 
certified organic farm, 21 horses, 16 cattle, and chickens, 
all maintained by the students, school faculty, and staff.  

When the Land Trust’s Director of Stewardship, Alison 
Petro, and Kyle Kusa, Land Stewardship Coordinator, 
visited Midland after the Lake Fire, it was a relief to see 
that the campus’ main buildings, the epicenter of the 
beloved alma mater of generations of Midland students, 
had survived the blaze. 

While we can’t know for certain, Alison Petro believes that 
Midland’s proactive stewardship likely helped to protect 
the campus and surrounding areas. Before the outbreak 
of the fire (in conjunction with Santa Barbara County 
Fire and with the approval of the Land Trust), Midland 
had used prescribed burns to reduce the fuel load on the 
property. 

The Land Trust acquired a conservation easement on 
the Midland property in late 2008, excluding 133 acres 
immediately around the central campus. When asked 
about this partnership, Heather Carreiro, Midland’s 
Associate Director of Marketing & Communications, 
explained that the income from the sale of the 
conservation easement was allocated to the school’s 
endowment, which funds multiple needs for the school, 
from operational costs to financial assistance for almost 
half of the school’s students.

For Hannah Nelson, only five days into her job as the 
new Head of School at the time of the fire, the process 
of recovery is just beginning. “Fortunately,” stated 
Nelson, “the main campus is intact and was not adversely 
affected by the fires. We now have the job of preparing 
for any floods that could potentially come this winter 
and stewarding the land for optimal native restoration. 
We are so fortunate to live and work in this beautiful 
landscape, and it is our responsibility to care for it for 
future generations.”  The Land Trust’s Alison Petro added, 
“Midland’s team has been doing a great job analyzing 
damage and getting the right experts to help the property 
recover and regrow.”

Midland School’s willingness to lean into what can 
be learned from the Lake Fire will help ensure the 
conservation of this property for generations to come.

MIDLAND SCHOOL: LAND STEWARDSHIP 
IN THE FACE OF ADVERSITY 

NATURE-BASED LEARNING CONTINUES FOR MIDLAND STUDENTS
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NEW CHUMASH HERITAGE 
MARINE SANCTUARY IS THE 
3RD LARGEST IN U.S.
THE INDIGENOUS-NOMINATED new marine sanctuary 
is the 17th in the nation and will be managed by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) with tribal and Indigenous involvement.  A 
whopping 4,543 square miles along our coastline and 
coastal waters, the sanctuary spans from just south of 
Diablo Canyon Power Plant through the Gaviota Coast. 
Effective November 30, 2024, the sanctuary is the first 
Indigenous-nominated sanctuary in the country and the 
third-largest marine sanctuary in the United States. 

The result of a decade of work by the Northern 
Chumash Tribal Council and its allies, the sanctuary will 
permanently protect a wide variety of plants and animals 
as well as significant cultural, natural, and historical 
resources. New oil drilling and mining will be forbidden, 
and climate resiliency will be enhanced in the area through 
large kelp forests and other ocean habitats that support 
carbon storage.

Importantly, the sanctuary honors the first stewards of 
these lands and waters and provides opportunities for 
interested Tribes and Indigenous community members, 
including those with knowledge of Indigenous culture, 
traditions, history, and stewardship practices, to partner in 
the sanctuary's care.  

The creation of the Chumash Heritage National Marine 
Sanctuary is a significant step in equitably ensuring the 
resilience of the central coast and its ecosystems. You can 
read more about the Chumash Heritage National Marine 
Sanctuary here: https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/chumash-
heritage/.

WILDLIFE CROSSING ON THE 
GAVIOTA COAST: A WIN FOR 
WILDLIFE!
THE HARD WORK AND DEDICATION of groups such as 
Coastal Ranches Conservancy is paying off in the form of an $8 
million investment from CalTrans in the “Gaviota Pass Wildlife 
Connectivity and Vehicle Collision Reduction Project.” In 
addition to other measures, this funding will create a safe wildlife 
undercrossing below Highway 101 at the Gaviota Pass in what is 
now a small culvert. 

The next time you drive through the tunnel at the Gaviota Pass, 
zoom out in your mind’s eye and think about where wildlife 
might cross into the Los Padres Forest from the coast. There 
are not many good options. Though this transition area from 
beaches and coastal habitat into the mountains is rich in wildlife, 
large-scale safe passage for animals does not exist.

“�Fragmentation of natural areas is the number one cause of 
species decline in California. Wildlife corridors and habitat 
connectivity are critically important for wildlife movement 
and species adaptation in times of climate change. It takes all 
hands on deck to meet the challenge of biodiversity collapse, 
and the Land Trust for Santa Barbara County plays a pivotal 
role in acquiring and managing properties that support 
habitat connectivity...”  

— CANDICE MENEGHIN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AT 
COASTAL RANCHES CONSERVANCY

An estimated 200 to 300 mammals of all sizes die in vehicle 
collisions on this stretch of the coast every year. After years of 
stakeholder meetings, a report commissioned by Caltrans in 
August of 2023 found that a wildlife crossing was warranted. 

Expected to begin in 2027, this project is a victory in protecting 
both drivers and wildlife and the result of funding from 
President Biden’s Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL), which 
earmarked a total of $350 million over five years for the Wildlife 
Crossings Pilot Program in the United States. The Gaviota 
crossing was the only California project to be funded by this bill, 
with support from Congressman Salud Carbajal.

Following the Land Trust’s recent acquisition of Gaviota 
Overlook, this wildlife corridor is another exciting step forward 
in conserving this rare stretch of California Coast.
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AHA!’S TEENS BENEFIT FROM 
NATURE IMMERSION AT THE 
ARROYO HONDO PRESERVE

AN IMPORTANT PART 
OF THE LAND TRUST’S 
MISSION is to connect 
people with the land, 
especially those who do 
not have equal access to 

quality time outdoors. Arroyo Hondo Preserve had nearly 
4,000 visitors last year, and hundreds more benefitted 
from Land Trust Treks and Discover Outside. One new 
group of regular visitors to Arroyo Hondo are teens from 
AHA!, a Santa Barbara-based organization now in its 25th 
year whose mission embraces immersion in nature and 
disconnecting from devices.  

In the summer of 2023, AHA! teens boarded a bus provided 
by the Land Trust and headed to Arroyo Hondo as a part of 
their summer program. Says Molly Green, Senior Director 
of Development at AHA!, “Many kids listed the Arroyo 
Hondo visit as their favorite thing in the program. We also 
got positive feedback about the teens from the docents.” 
Green adds, “[The docents] were remarkable—full of 
information and guides into this environment that was new 
to a lot of our teens without being ‘lecture-y.’” The trip and 
lunch provided were a hit for the group, still adapting from 
the isolation they experienced during the pandemic. “It was 
incredible to watch the teens emerge and engage. You could 
sense a difference when they got back on the bus at the end 
of the day,” says Green.

This past summer, AHA! visited the preserve again, this 
time as a part of their Digital Cleanse Program, which 
requires teens to put their devices into a locked box for 
five days, Monday through Friday afternoon. “It was 
inspiring to see the teens do things like play hide-and-seek, 
laugh, and connect in ways we had not seen before,” says 
Green, adding, “AHA! serves teens from a broad range of 
backgrounds. None of these differences mattered when they 
were in nature. When we went back to El Capitan Canyon 
for the night, the AHA! group saw another group of kids 
walking by with their noses in their phones and not talking. 
They realized that would have been them.”

“I want to reiterate how grateful we are to the Land Trust,” 
says Green, “to witness how being in nature at Arroyo 
Hondo made the kids come to life was special.”

FARM DAY 2024
LAST AUGUST, THE LAND 
TRUST was a proud partner 
and sponsor of SEEAG's 6th 
Annual Farm Day. Students 
for Eco-Education and 
Agriculture (SEEAG) is a 
Santa Barbara non-profit that 
educates local communities 

about the value of farming and agriculture. This year, sixteen 
county agricultural organizations, farms, and ranches held 
open houses so the public could "meet the hands that feed 
[them]." Visitors enjoyed tractor rides, sampled fresh produce, 
and learned about farming practices on behind-the-scenes 
tours. Over 6,000 people from all over the county attended 
the event!

The Land Trust partners with over 60 landowners from 
Carpinteria to the Santa Maria Valley, with 62% of our 
easements conserving agricultural lands. Our booth was 
stationed at Las Cumbres Ranch, a Land Trust partner and 
easement holder since 2017. Their private easement helps 
protect a large, contiguous block of open range land that 
provides for wildlife migration between Los Padres National 
Forest, La Purisima State Park, and Burton Mesa Ecological 
Reserve. Its grassland, scrub, maritime chaparral, and oak 
woodland communities provide a mosaic of diverse habitats 
that are home to a diversity of plants and animals.

The Land Trust's participation in events like Farm Day 
underscores our commitment to fostering a deeper connection 
between the community through programs that champion 
sustainable agriculture. As Santa Barbara County thrives as a 
leading agricultural producer, we strive to balance the needs of 
the environment and the local economy to ensure a sustainable 
future for generations to come.
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A NEW TOOL FOR 
EXPLORING THE 
ARROYO HONDO 
PRESERVE 
LAST FALL, HUNDREDS OF SCHOOL 
CHILDREN were once again visiting 
Arroyo Hondo. Thanks to a new 
interactive sign by artist Kelly Ann 
Campbell, their outdoor educational 
experience was further enhanced. 
Campbell’s delightful new sign invites 
viewers to explore Arroyo Hondo’s 
Oak Woodlands and learn about its 
unique features, animals, and plants. 
Adults will be surprised by what they 
can learn, too!

CAN YOU FIND CAMOUFLAGED ANIMALS?
On your next hike or trip to the park, keep your eyes open—you might just spot an 
incredible creature, the sphinx moth! Some sphinx moths are really big, with bodies 
about two inches long and wings that stretch up to six inches across. They’re also 
important pollinators, helping plants grow—just like bees!

Sphinx moths are experts at blending in with their surroundings. Sometimes called 
"hummingbird moths," they use their colors to hide from predators. It’s almost like 
they’re playing hide-and-seek in plain sight!

KIDS CORNER! 

LAND TRUST VOLUNTEER HIGHLIGHT:  
SAM TAYLOR

SAM TAYLOR SPENT YEARS driving by Arroyo Hondo 
Preserve on her commute from Lompoc to her job as 
Manager of the Occupational Medicine Department at 
Sansum Clinic in Goleta. “I had understood for some reason 
that Arroyo Hondo was an animal preserve and not open to 
visitors. I would always drive by thinking it would be great to 
visit someday.”

After her retirement, Sam had time to learn much more 
about Arroyo Hondo and its opportunities for visitors and 
volunteers.  “I read an article that said Arroyo Hondo was 

offering a class for people interested in becoming docents. I signed up, went through an 
initial vetting process, and showed up for class!”

When asked what she likes best about 
being a docent for Arroyo Hondo, 
Sam was brimming with answers. 
“Being there. Once you are in the 
Canyon, it’s a different feeling. For 
me, it is a calming environment 
that opens my senses. It’s almost a 
spiritual response to the serenity of 
the place.” She loves experiencing and 
sharing with others what she learned 
in her docent training about the 

different ecosystems at the preserve, the transitions between them, and the unique plants 
and animals living in each of these spaces. “And, of course,” she adds, “I love to watch the 
school kids who come to the Preserve—their delight and discoveries. But it happens to 
adults, too, especially the adults who do not have regular access to the outdoors. I notice 
that being at Arroyo Hondo reminds people of their childhoods.” 

Sam explains, “I love helping people discover Arroyo Hondo and the Land Trust’s effort to 
bring people who do not have easy access to the outdoors here. That’s why I got into this.”

After becoming a docent in February 2024, Sam has primarily volunteered at Arroyo 
Hondo, but she recently served as a “sweep” for a Baron Ranch Trek, and it sounds like we 
will be seeing more of her on other Treks soon!

Are you interested in volunteering for the Land Trust? Please contact  
vbrooks@sblandtrust.org to find out how.
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LEGACIES IN THE LAND 
YOUR PLANNED GIFT TO THE LAND TRUST 
for Santa Barbara County will leave a legacy 
with purpose and impact, protecting land in 
Santa Barbara County for generations to come.

Robert Coronado: A Legacy Invested in Santa 
Barbara County 

A lifelong hiker and 
backpacker, Robert 
Coronado will fulfill 
John Muir's vision by 
preserving and protecting 
Santa Barbara County’s 
remaining open spaces 
for future generations. 
As a Legacy member, a 
meaningful portion of 

Robert's estate will fund the Land Trust’s critical 
work towards this aim. Robert knows that his 
bequest will help protect, forever, the biomes of 
oak woodland, chaparral, and coastal scrublands 
that lend so much beauty and meaning to his 
time spent outdoors.

Are you interested in leaving a legacy in the  
land? Please contact vstowers@sblandtrust.org  
to learn more.

IT’S BEEN LESS THAN HALF A YEAR 
in my new role as President of the 
Board of Trustees, and I want to say, 
land conservation is not a spectator 
sport! I am so impressed by the 
dedication of our skilled and hard-
working staff, and I am very grateful 
for our supporters! After serving as a 
board member for the past six years, 
I am filled with excitement and pride 
for our work to conserve our natural 
landscapes, assist working farms and 
ranches, and protect vital ecosystems. 
While we presently have over 57,000 
acres of conserved land, our Land 
Trust team is busy working to conserve 

thousands more in the next year alone! Their expertise and commitment, 
coupled with the passion and loyalty of our community of supporters, inspire 
me to lead with equal passion and dedication. 

My passion for land conservation in Santa Barbara County probably started 
with my parents picnicking along the Ellwood and Devereaux trails in the 
late 1960s, then continued with my own college experience at UCSB, and 
has been fostered by a 35-year career in the land use planning sector. I cannot 
think of a more meaningful way to give back to our community, support 
and protect our resources, and honor both past and future generations. I 
feel incredibly fortunate to work on conservation in one of the world’s most 
biodiverse and beautiful regions and to do this work in a county committed 
to enriching our community and protecting its resources.  

I am excited about growing the Land Trust membership and support across 
all sectors of our community and creating new opportunities for youth 
engagement and participation. As I dive deeper into my role as board chair, 
I will continue to put forth our mission and ensure that the Land Trust 
continues to be a leader in conservation, fostering collaboration within all 
sectors of our community. 

GREETINGS FROM LAUREL FISHER 
PEREZ, PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD  
OF TRUSTEES

“�Everybody needs beauty as 
well as bread, places to play 
in and pray in, where nature 
may heal and give strength to 
body and soul. 

—JOHN MUIR 

JOIN US FOR A TREK! 
From guided afternoon strolls to 
night hikes under the stars, there 
is a Land Trust Trek for everyone. 
Sign up for free here:  
www.sblandtrust.org/event/land-
trust-treks
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW LAND 
COMMITTEE MEMBER, STEPHANIE DIAZ. 
While attending UCSB, Stephanie completed 
an internship with the U.S. Forest Service 
studying the effects of wild fire management 
on local pines in the Santa Barbara front 
country. This introduction to land use 
planning began a 40-year career that has 

been committed to balanced land use planning and exacting 
environmental assessment. Stephanie’s love of the outdoors 
and commitment to conservation has led her to look for post-
retirement opportunities to stay involved. 

WELCOME TO THE LAND COMMITTEE, 
TED MULLEN. Ted is a senior wildlife 
biologist at MRS Environmental with over 
35 years of experience. He has conducted 
field surveys in more than 20 states and 
has conducted sensitive species surveys or 
prepared management plans for tidewater 
goby, desert tortoise, California red-legged 

frog, California tiger salamander, southwestern pond turtle, 
American badger, San Joaquin kit fox, light-footed clapper rail, 
Belding’s savannah sparrow, western snowy plover, southwestern 
willow flycatcher, and burrowing owl. 

WE ARE THRILLED TO HAVE DAVE 
WIRT TAKING THE REINS AS THE LAND 
TRUST’S DIRECTOR OF FINANCE AND 
ADMINISTRATION. Dave began his career as 
an auditor and tax accountant and brings a 
wealth of experience, having worked for both 
non-profit and for-profit entities. Originally 
from the Pacific Northwest, Dave moved to 

Ventura County in 2022 and enjoys hiking, skiing, and golf. 

THANK YOU, LISA MACKER! After returning 
to the organization from her first seven years 
of service in the early days, Lisa just spent 
seven years in leadership at the Land Trust as 
the Director of Finance and Administration. 
Lisa has been a part of unprecedented growth 
and progress at the Land Trust. When our 
team was asked for words that came to mind 

when thinking of Lisa, “dedicated” was mentioned repeatedly. 
We wish her well as she heads into her next chapter, filled with 
time for music.

WELCOME TO THE AUDIT COMMITTEE, 
RAJ ACHARYA! Prajesh (Raj) Acharya is 
a Certified Public Accountant with over 
20 years of experience.  Raj has served as 
auditor, consultant, and tax advisor to many 
entities and individuals in Santa Barbara and 
Ventura counties.  A native of Nepal, Raj also 
holds accounting certification as Chartered 

Accountant (inactive) in Nepal and India.  He is a member 
of American Institute of Certified Public Accountants and 
California Society of Certified Public Accountants.

WELCOME TO OUR NEW DONOR 
ENGAGEMENT MANAGER, JOHN (JB) 
BOWLIN. With over 20 years of experience 
in nonprofits, JB brings a wealth of expertise 
to the Land Trust team. He previously served 
as the Volunteer Coordinator at Pacific Pride 
Foundation before advancing to the role of 
Associate Director, Volunteer & Development 

Programs at PATH. Having grown up on a farm in central 
California, John's work ethic was shaped by his time in 4-H, and 
his passion for the land was nurtured by years spent exploring 
the Sierra wilderness on horseback. 

WELCOME, ROSALIO D’ACQUISTO. The 
Land Trust is excited to welcome Rosie as 
our current Development Intern! Originally 
from sunny San Diego, Rosie is currently a 
senior at the University of California, Santa 
Barbara, double majoring in Environmental 
Studies and Communications. Rosie is an 
active member of SproutUp, a student-

run organization that educates elementary school students 
on a variety of environmental topics. In addition to teaching, 
Rosie enjoys writing food journalism for UCSB's Daily Nexus 
newspaper. 

TEAM UPDATES AT THE LAND 
TRUST: PEOPLE IN CONSERVATION 

SPECIAL THANKS FOR CONTRIBUTIONS:  
Callan and Stuart Halewood, Kyle Kusa, Alison Petro, Heather 
Carriero, Coastal Ranches Conservatory, Gaviota Coast 
Conservatory, Molly Green, Sam Taylor, Leslie Chan, Vanessa 
Brooks, Kelly Ann Campbell, Sally Isaacson, Pam Viale, Robert 
Coronado, Rockwell Printing, Denise Lest, Leslie Lewis Sigler, 
Hilary Doubleday, Meredith Hendricks, Laurel Fisher Perez, 
Brooke Burns.
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SAVE THE DATE!
PICNIC AT THE 

PRESERVE 
Sunday, May 18, 2025

This spring gathering at the Arroyo 
Hondo Preserve on the Gaviota Coast will 
be extra special as we celebrate the Land 

Trust’s 40 years of conservation work in 
Santa Barbara County.

This event is sure to sell out quickly. 
Please be on the lookout for more 

information about sponsorship 
opportunities and tickets to reserve your 

spot at this popular event.


