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The historic adobe at the Arroyo Hondo Preserve survived the Alisal Fire. 
Photo by Tom Bolton

Celebrating Resilience



CARING FOR PEOPLE AND PLACES
GREETINGS FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MEREDITH HENDRICKS

If the last year has brought you to your knees at times, you’re not alone. We know things 
can change at any moment. What feels difficult about now is that we’re headed toward a 
different future that we cannot fully plan for yet. How do we do that? How do we take care 

of ourselves and our families in the process? We lean on each other; 
we grab ahold of great ideas and we accept uncertainty. It sure helps to 
take a walk, have a picnic, or listen to the birds busy themselves. 

In late summer, we began to welcome school groups and partner 
organizations back to Arroyo Hondo Preserve and prepared to 
celebrate twenty years of community conservation there. The Alisal 
Fire had different plans for us, burning about 90% of the nearly 800-
acre preserve. We will work in concert with Mother Nature to restore 
this gem of a place, knowing fire is a part of life in the canyon. 

Maybe you’ve heard me say that I think of land conservation as an 
act of love. For that reason, I wish I could reach beyond these pages 

and hug supporters like you. At the Land Trust, we are so grateful for your support of our 
mission and belief in the value of caring for the land. As a community, you’ve invested in 
protecting thousands of acres around our county for the benefit of everyone. What we are 
experiencing right now is tough, but you’ve stepped up and told us through your words 
and your gifts to keep on going with the big picture in mind. And that is what we are 
doing—together. 

In 2021, the Land Trust has had our biggest year in conservation in more than a 
decade. We protected more than 4,000 acres this year with many thousands more right 
behind it. We established Land Trust Treks; our free hiking program offered around the 
county to connect with new friends and get people outside. We’re helping realize a vision 
for the Rincon Bluffs that enhances public access while preserving the natural landscape. 
We’ve started conversations to advance the prospect of a future north county preserve. 
And we’ve worked with our landowner partners to make sure that all 54 conservation 
easements we hold are meeting the standards of public benefit we are entrusted to deliver.

Every gift from supporters like you is a vote of confidence in our work and our mission. 
The Land Trust invests your hard-working dollars into projects that shape the landscape of 
Santa Barbara County, ensuring a more resilient climate, economy, and communities—no 
matter how uncertain and everchanging today might be. 

Take care, 

Meredith Hendricks, Executive Director
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BIG CONSERVATION WINS 
IN A YEAR WITH MANY UPS AND DOWNS, the Land Trust is delighted to 
report that 2021 marks the organization’s single biggest in land conservation 
volume in the last decade—4,050 acres—for a total of 31,511 conserved acres 
in our history. With just a couple months left in 2021, we are thrilled to share 
this big news with you and hope to have more good news in 2022. 

The implementation of the Land Trust’s five-year strategic plan has been our 
North Star, helping us build partnerships, identify key projects, and find ways to 
innovate what it means to do community land conservation. This year, projects 
like Yellow Foxtrot, Jalama Canyon Ranch, and most recently, the Tranquillon 
Conservation Project (see pages 4–5), protected habitat for endangered species, 
rare habitats, renewable energy, and the livelihoods of farm and ranch families. 
Not bad for another year marked by a pandemic and natural disasters like 
drought and wildfire. 

The Alisal Fire burned more than 17,000 acres in a week—proving just 
how vital conserved lands are when fire, drought, and high winds are part 
of the natural landscape. The access roads and patchwork of national forest, 
agricultural, and conserved lands created buffer zones that allowed fire crews to 
protect the homes of more than 800 people. The land is resilient, and the Alisal 
Fire reminds us that the work of conserving and caring for land is permanent 
and always relevant. Land matters and every acre thoughtfully conserved is 
worth celebrating. 

For this reason and as always, the Land Trust has no plans to slow down. We 
continue to build our capacity to meet opportunities to conserve land that 
protects urban areas from fire, nourishes people and wildlife through open 
space and local food, and actively supports farm and ranch families. Land 
conservation plays an important role in building Santa Barbara County’s equity 
and climate resilience and we are beyond excited about the sheer volume and 
potential of the work ahead. 

MISSION STATEMENT

The Land Trust for Santa Barbara County conserves 
natural resources, agricultural land, and open spaces 
for the benefit of present and future generations.

SUPPORT  
SANTA BARBARA 
COUNTY 
CONSERVATION
We’re working in our highest gear! This 
year alone, the Land Trust has conserved 
more than 4,000 acres of land. 4,050 acres 
of newly protected land. Not since the 
successful Save the Sedgwick campaign 
more than a decade ago has the Land Trust 
conserved more land in one year. The lands 
we helped to conserve this year provide our 
community with local food, resilience in the 
face of climate change, and open space that 
can serve as a buffer to wildfire.

Thank you for the role you play in  
our success.

For 36 years the Land Trust has been 
conserving natural resources for the benefit 
of present and future generations. Our 
work is urgent. Climate resilience, extreme 
weather, wildfire, drought, and population 
growth all combine to make every decision 
we make about land in our region so much  
more important. Our conservation team is 
moving ahead on dozens of land protection 
projects with the goal of protecting even 
larger landscapes throughout the county in 
2022.

Please include the Land Trust in your 
year-end giving plans. 
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THE LAND TRUST IS WORKING TO REDEFINE what land conservation means 
in Santa Barbara County. By bringing a variety of partners together to conserve 
Jalama Canyon Ranch, the Land Trust once again proves that climate issues, 
agriculture, and economic growth and stability are not mutually exclusive. 
As a result, the 1,000-acre Jalama Canyon Ranch is now protected under a 
conservation easement held by the Land Trust, opening new doors for the 
county’s agricultural community with new government funding and  
educational resources. 

To protect the ranch in perpetuity, and we worked with state, local, and private 
entities, resulting in a $1,782,500 grant awarded by Sustainable Agricultural 
Lands Conservation Program (SALC). The Land Trust’s SALC funding for the 
conservation easement provided nearly a third of the money needed for the local 
regenerative agriculture and education nonprofit, White Buffalo Land Trust 
(WBLT), to purchase the ranch. Under the terms of the easement, WBLT will 
use regenerative management practices for ranch and vineyard operations while 
wildlife moves freely between the ranch and the neighboring Dangermond 
Preserve and Vandenberg Space Force Base. 

“We can bring this money to the table and protect their agriculture forever, but 
it’s also addressing climate-resilience issues and economic vitality. It’s like a triple 
bottom-line win,” said Land Trust executive director Meredith Hendricks. This 
is the first time SALC has funded land conservation in the region and the Land 
Trust is looking forward to unlocking new opportunities for many more Santa 
Barbara County farmers, ranchers, and agricultural landowners and the big land 
conservation gains to come.

THE TRIPLE WIN AT  
JALAMA CANYON RANCH

GAVIOTA TARPLANT 
IF IT WEREN’T FOR its tiny yellow 
flowers appearing each summer, the 
Gaviota tarplant might not look 
like much. However, this plant is 
a golden example of Santa Barbara 
County’s rich biodiversity. Known to 
grow in only seven locations between 
Point Concepcion and Refugio State 
Park, this endangered species blooms 
annually before it sets seed and  
dies off to lie dormant until the 
following summer. 

Conserving our region’s abundant 
natural resources and wide range 
of species—even the unassuming 
ones—protects the interconnected 
ecosystems essential to Santa Barbara 
County’s long-term environmental 
and economic health. 

TRANQUILLON RESERVES 2,731 ACRES 
FOR RANCHING, RENEWABLES, AND A 
RARE PLANT
IN SEPTEMBER, THE LAND TRUST completed the Tranquillon Conservation Project, 
proving that bringing a wide range of partners together for balanced solutions works. 
Tranquillon is a key achievement sparked by the Strauss Wind Project (SWEP). 
Citing the State of California’s goal to achieve 100% renewable energy by 2045, 
the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors voted to approve construction of 
the SWEP in January 2020. Located in Santa Barbara County approximately 3.5 
miles southwest of the city of Lompoc and abutting Vandenberg Space Force Base,  
the project includes twenty-nine wind turbines capable of powering about 43,000 
homes. The construction and operations of the wind farm are under strict regulatory 
oversight, which ultimately powered Tranquillon’s conservation success—the 
protection of 2,731 acres of land and endangered Gaviota tarplant habitat forever.  

The Land Trust for Santa Barbara County and California Rangeland Trust (CRT) 
collaborated with several ranching families and agencies to achieve the necessary 
balance between habitat conservation and clean energy development to satisfy these 
strict requirements. The Gaviota Tarplant is native to Santa Barbara County’s coast 
and is not found anywhere else in the world. The Land Trust’s easement permanently 
protects the land and habitat for Gaviota Tarplant while CRT takes on duties related 
to ranch operations and management to preserve and enhance habitat.

For the Land Trust, this project was an opportunity to perpetually protect important, 
vulnerable species, valuable agricultural land, and open space while accommodating 
much-needed energy alternatives for a stronger local economy and a more climate-
resilient future. As the only local accredited land trust serving Santa Barbara County, 
we are proud to ensure the future of this special place and regard the Tranquillon 
project as a significant win for our county and state. 

“  We can bring this money to 
the table and protect their 
agriculture forever, but it’s also 
addressing climate-resilience 
issues and economic vitality. It’s 
like a triple bottom-line win.”

Twenty Years of 
Community  
in the Canyon
FOR TWO DECADES, the Arroyo Hondo Preserve has been a community resource, 
providing nature education programming, public and docent-led hiking, and 
opportunities for volunteers to work on native plant and trail restoration projects. While 
it recovers from the recent Alisal Fire, this special place reminds us of what is at stake in 
Santa Barbara County and what is possible through community land conservation. 

Over the past 20 years, much restoration work has been done by Arroyo Hondo staff and 
volunteers. The canyon has become a living laboratory and classroom where researchers 
and students can study the fascinating processes of nature in action. Thousands of 
schoolchildren and members of the public visit the preserve annually. Scientists from 
the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, UCSB, and others conduct research 
studies on diverse topics, including endangered species like Southern California steelhead 
trout and California red-legged frogs. It is a place to explore, ask questions, and tangibly 
experience the many benefits of conserved land. 

In addition to being a valuable research site, Arroyo Hondo is also a community hub. 
The preserve offers a safe place to disconnect from the hectic pace of modern life—
even more so during an ongoing pandemic—in favor of connecting with the land. 
The preserve often hosts community support groups, staff retreats, and has longtime 
relationships with nonprofit organizations supporting local Santa Barbara County youth 
of all ages and backgrounds. 

As we celebrate the last twenty years, we hope you will join us in looking ahead to a 
future when our county’s vital lands are conserved and our communities are thriving, 
teaching the next generation what it means to love the land. 

Celebrating a Landmark Year
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ILLUSTRATING NATURE’S  
WILD STORY 

KELLY ANN CAMPBELL has 
a knack for using illustrations 
to bring environmental 
science and biology to life. 
A local artist with a master’s 
degree in environmental 
education, Kelly Ann’s work 
can be seen at the Coronado 
Butterfly Preserve, the Santa 
Barbara Botanic Gardens, 
and many other places, 
including the Arroyo Hondo 
Preserve. 

Recently, Kelly Ann completed artwork for a large 
interpretive sign for stream ecology at the preserve. The 
sign depicts the plants and other creatures—large and 
impossibly small—that rely on the canyon’s cool, clear 
creek to survive and reproduce. Installed on October 9th, 
2021, just days before the Alisal Fire broke out, the stream 
sign was already becoming a helpful touchpoint for visitors 
to learn more about life in the stream. We are grateful to 
the fire crews who vigilantly protected the newly installed 
sign, ensuring it will be at Arroyo Hondo for visitors to 
enjoy when it is safe for the public to return. For now, 
enjoy the sneak-peek of the sign on the back cover  
of this newsletter.

WILDLIFE NEIGHBORHOOD
THE ARROYO HONDO PRESERVE is just that—a nature 
preserve. It’s a protected place for wildlife to thrive in their 
natural habitat, kind of like a neighborhood. Typically, Arroyo 
Hondo Preserve is open to the public monthly and open for 
school field trips biweekly. By scheduling open days this way, 
Arroyo Hondo’s plant and animal wildlife gets a rest without 
moving away from the canyon permanently, protecting this 
wonderful place for people and critters alike. 

However, with the Alisal Fire damage, more than the land 
needs to recover. Wildfires can be scary and make landscapes 
look shockingly bare and charred. However, there’s more to the 
story. Species have long adapted to better survive and cope with 
the effects of fire. Many animals and some plants take refuge 
deep in the ground, under rocks and logs, fly away, or seek 
safety in areas more resistant to burning, like creeks and dense 
riparian vegetation. Some plant species even require fire to reset, 
reproduce, and seed themselves, sparking new life and allowing 
wildlife to rebalance within a renewed ecosystem. 

Some plants known as fire followers, along with chaparral and 
riparian plant and animal adaptations to cyclical fire seasons, 
benefit from nature’s reset. During fires, conserved lands 
provide buffers between developed areas and offer habitat and 
corridors for wildlife to seek safety. Yet, climate change has 
made this reality more challenging, underlining the urgency 
for smart land conservation now. All of this points to the 
Land Trust’s work to conserve lands to actively address these 
challenges, balancing the needs of wild, agricultural, and urban 
communities with the future in mind.  

Stream sign survives the Alisal Fire

Artwork by Lesley Goren

COMING BACK TO LIFE  
AFTER THE ALISAL FIRE
BEGINNING ON OCTOBER 11TH, the Alisal Fire burned 
more than 17,000 acres along the Gaviota Coast and the 
Santa Ynez Mountains in the Los Padres National Forest. 
Unfortunately, the Alisal Fire also burned through the hills 
and canyon of the Arroyo Hondo Preserve. Thankfully, the 
preserve staff, docents, and our neighbors are safe.

The remarkable diligence and care of the fire crews protected 
the historic adobe, the discovery barn, family picnic area, and 
other historic structures plus interpretive signs. In an early 
assessment of the damage, it appears most of the old oaks and 
sycamores in the riparian corridor will likely survive. Though 
climate change has made California’s wildfire seasons and 
droughts more intense, it is important to note that fire is a 
natural part of our ecosystems. 

Mother Nature regenerates herself, often spectacularly, with 
native plant species flourishing after fires clear away more 
established competitors. Arroyo Hondo has seen all of this 
before—soon after the 2004 Gaviota Fire burned the west side 
of the canyon, plants began sprouting anew. Over the years, 
many people have been involved in the native plant restoration 
projects at the preserve. It will be some time before volunteers 
can get their hands back in the dirt, but once it is safe, the 
Land Trust will offer opportunities for the community to  
get involved. 

“ Mother Nature regenerates herself, often 
spectacularly, with native plant species 
flourishing after fires clear away more 
established competitors.”

COMMUNITY IN THE CANYON
ARROYO HONDO PRESERVE is where children get to play freely outside and for 
many, it is their first exposure to nature and the possibilities that land conservation 
and environmental stewardship have to offer. The preserve allows the Land Trust 
to connect people to the land with annual events like the Father’s Day Campout, 
weekly school field trips, open weekend hiking, and so much more. At the heart 
of this place is the understanding that this land sustains our communities and in 
return, we care for it.

Thank you for supporting the Land Trust and the Arroyo Hondo Preserve.

TRACTORS AND 
GIVING TUESDAY
FOR GIVING TUESDAY ON 
NOVEMBER 30TH, celebrate Arroyo 
Hondo’s 20th birthday as a nature 
preserve and help us buy a tractor and 
an ATV! Already on Arroyo Hondo’s 
birthday wish list, the need for heavy 
duty equipment is essential to keeping 
the preserve maintained and safe for all. 

The Arroyo Hondo Preserve is home to a wonderfully rich web 
of wild animal and plant life that includes endangered and 
threatened species. It is time to let this place rest and allow 
nature to run its course. It is tough to see the damage right 
now, but this moment will give way to a healthy resurgence 
of life. And when it does, the canyon will welcome us back 
with new vibrance. This is the real, enduring magic of Arroyo 
Hondo and of the land itself; it cares for us and we care for it. 
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JOHN WARNER’S SMILING face and broad-brimmed hat are 
synonymous with a visit to the Arroyo Hondo Preserve. He has 
co-managed the preserve alongside his partner, Jennifer Dunn, 
for more than fifteen years. John has welcomed busloads of Santa 
Barbara County schoolchildren and thousands of public visitors 
to the preserve. Born in Santa Barbara, John's local roots go 
back to the 1960s. What might be lesser known is that John left 
a career in business to follow his passion for plants. He started 
Santa Barbara Natives plant nursery in 2003, which he now 
operates with his business partner, Jeff Nighman.

The nursery specializes in native perennial plants found in Santa 
Barbara County plant communities including coastal sage scrub, 
oak woodland, riparian zones, wetlands, and more. Native plants 
are grown not only for sale to professionals and homeowners but 
for restoration projects throughout the county, including at the 
Arroyo Hondo Preserve. Other projects include Carpinteria Salt 
Marsh, Arroyo Burro City of Santa Barbara projects, San Marcos 
Preserve, County of Santa Barbara Flood control projects, and 
UCSB’s North Campus Open Space wetland project among 
other public and private sites. 

John and Jeff collect native seeds from as close to the restoration 
area as possible, germinating them at the nursery and then 
returning them to the project site. They not only collect seeds 
for specific projects, but they also keep detailed records of seed 
and plant material origins for their seed bank. To date, Santa 
Barbara Natives has grown more than 1.2 million trees, shrubs, 
grasses, and other perennials. In the wake of the Alisal Fire, the 

NATIVE PLANTS POWER CLIMATE RESILIENCE

LEVERAGING  
YOUR LEGACY
WHEN YOU MAKE your bequest plans and other 
important decisions about your legacy, you are 
demonstrating your commitment to issues you care 
about most. 

Planned giving ensures that productive family farms 
and ranches can succeed, that healthy habitat sustains 
wildlife, and trails and open spaces are accessible to all. 
With several ways to give—as a simple bequest, naming 
the Land Trust as the beneficiary of your life insurance 
or retirement plan, and more options—your gift has 
an incredible impact on our work and the future of 
Santa Barbara County. 

We continue to be moved by the generosity of our 
donors and members. Your vote of confidence and 
sustained giving have made conserving more than 
31,000 acres possible. 

If you have already included the Land Trust for  
Santa Barbara County in your will or estate  
plans, thank you. Contact Carrie Mullen at  
cmullen@sblandtrust.org to learn more about how  
to include vital land conservation in your estate 
plans or to inform us if you already have. 

nursery lost a few hundred plants and needs some repairs, but 
the structures were protected and the business is open. 

Following events like wildfire or overgrazing, humans can help 
reestablish native plants, warding off invasive nonnatives that 
can crowd out plant diversity and permanently reshape whole 
landscapes. In more urban environments, planting natives in 
gardens and integrating them into landscaping conserves water 

and creates habitat and food sources for beneficial wildlife like 
native bees, hummingbirds, and other pollinators.

The interconnected native plant and animal communities affect 
long-term climate resilience, and the natural resources Santa 
Barbara County depends on. Conserving land and actively 
stewarding it through restoration has far-reaching impacts on 
whether people have access to clean air, fresh water, local food, 
open spaces, and even the buffers that protect communities 
during increasingly intense wildfires, floods, and drought. As 
John puts it, “nature rebalances itself; however, sometimes it 
needs a little help rebounding from our impacts, and that’s where 
humans can help reestablish balance.” 

“  ...nature rebalances itself; however, 
sometimes it needs a little help rebounding 
from our impacts, and that’s where humans 
can help reestablish balance.”

SPECIAL THANKS FOR CONTRIBUTIONS:  
Tom Bolton, Blake Bronstad, Kelly Ann Campbell, Lesley Goren, 
Stuart and Callan Halewood, Denise Iest, Sally Isaacson, Liz 
Linden, Ann Lippincott, Bruce Reitherman, Leslie Lewis Sigler, 
Crystal Sullins, USDA, John Warner, White Buffalo Land Trust, 
and Brent Winebrenner. 

Sycamore Tunnel up Canyon before restoration

Sycamore Tunnel up Canyon after restoration

(L-R) Jeff Nighman, Landon Smith, John Warner, and Kiwi staging 
an order at Santa Barbara Natives nursery.
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THE LAND TRUST FOR SANTA BARBARA 
COUNTY Board of Trustees welcomed Joe 
Weiland as its new president after honoring 
former president Scott Van Der Kar for his 
two years of service. The trustees also voted to 
add Arroyo Hondo docent and educator Ann 
Lippincott to the board. 

ABOUT JOE 
WEILAND. With 
a finance career 
spanning more than 
thirty years, Joe’s 
business acumen 
has been an asset 
to the Land Trust 
since he joined the 

finance committee in 2013. His passion for 
hiking and surfing in Santa Barbara County, 
along with his history of community service 
and leadership are invaluable to the Land 
Trust as we seize this moment of growth and 
unprecedented opportunity for countywide 
land conservation. 

THANK YOU, SCOTT VAN DER KAR. The 
Land Trust staff and trustees are grateful for 
Scott’s calm, collaborative board leadership 
as he helped steer the organization through 
a pandemic and the national search for an 
executive director. Scott is looking forward to 

remaining on the 
board in his new 
role as treasurer, 
while continuing 
to manage Pinehill 
Ranch, his family’s 
avocado farm in 
Carpinteria. Thank 
you, Scott!

WELCOMING ANN 
LIPPINCOTT. The 
newest trustee, Ann 
is a lifelong educator, 
youth mental health 
advocate, and a 
treasured docent at 
the Arroyo Hondo 
Preserve, where she 

and her husband, Ned, volunteer with Arroyo 
Hondo’s educational program. In early 2021, 
Ann spearheaded the development of the Land 
Trust Treks hiking program to introduce new 
people to the Land Trust’s mission. 

THANK YOU TO OUR BOARD OF TRUSTEES!

NEW LAND PROGRAMS TEAM FOCUSES 
ON OUTREACH AND OPPORTUNITIES 

The opportunities for important land conservation are coming in fast and the Land 
Trust staff is growing to meet them. Part of this season of building capacity is the 
creation of the new Land Programs department. The Land Trust is thrilled to welcome 
Leslie Chan as the Land Programs Manager and Aldo Lopez as Land Programs 
Coordinator to the team! Both individuals bring extensive knowledge to their new 
roles and the Land Trust is confident that they are a fantastic team to bring this new 
programs department to life. 

Recently, Leslie was the visitation manager for the Dangermond Preserve at The Nature 
Conservancy. Her return to the Land Trust was inspired by the organization’s growing 
emphasis on community outreach and relationship building. In the past, Leslie’s 
thoughtful, thorough approach to planning and implementation has helped smooth 
a path for rapid achievement at the Land Trust. Now, her leadership in land programs 
signifies a welcome opportunity to build up new and existing programs on a small 
but mighty team.

Aldo’s complementary skill set is a unique blend of practical field expertise and 
academic knowledge. With a background in native plant restoration, land management, 
and community relations, Aldo is well suited to his new role. He will work to expand 
community relationships throughout the county and develop new programs and 
projects, while partnering with the conservation and stewardship team to monitor 
easements and restoration sites. 

Leslie and Aldo come to the Land Trust with relevant skills and experiences 
crucial to advancing the organization’s ambitious strategic plan and facilitating 
meaningful conversations throughout Santa Barbara’s many communities. 
Their focus on engagement and conservation planning will be instrumental in the 
eventual establishment of a north county preserve, while further implementing the 
Conservation Blueprint. 

It is an exciting time of growth, transition, and planning at the Land Trust. Your 
continued support allows us to meet such an important season of potential impact with 
all the tools we need to achieve quality land conservation that stands the test of time. 

Learn more and get involved with new programs like Land Trust Treks and volunteer 
opportunities by visiting www.sblandtrust.org. 

NEW STAFF
SARA SESSLER, 
DEVELOPMENT EVENTS 
COORDINATOR 
Sara Sessler joined the Land 
Trust team in July 2021, offering 
temporary interim support as the 
development events coordinator 
until December 2021. With 
a bachelor’s degree in English 
literature, Sara specialized in 

environmental literature and spent more than two years studying 
botany at Santa Barbara City College. For the last ten years, her 
career has focused on the wine and hospitality industry in Santa 
Barbara County. Sara is a longtime member, volunteer, and 
friend of the Land Trust. Her hobbies include beach volleyball, 
botany hikes, studying wine, and travel. 

TREKKING 
WITH THE 
LAND TRUST
Land Trust Treks are a series of 
guided hikes designed to get you 
outdoors, explore scenic Santa 
Barbara County, and meet your 
local Land Trust. Hikes are always 
free and open to the public, 
with varying ratings from easy to 
challenging. Land Trust Treks will 
begin popping up throughout 
the county in 2022, offering 
you more opportunities to get 
trekking. 

Visit www.sblandtrust.org/land-
trust-treks/ to learn more and to 
sign up for new hikes. 

BOARD WELCOMES CHANGES

KELLY GUEVARA-CORTEZ, 
DEVELOPMENT INTERN  
Originally from Madison, 
Wisconsin, Kelly moved to 
Goleta in 2020. Kelly is a 
second-year student at Santa 
Barbara City College, pursuing 
a Business Administration 
degree with a concentration in 
accounting. As a development 

intern, Kelly is learning about nonprofit fundraising, donor 
engagement, and nonprofit administration through her projects 
at the Land Trust. She appreciates the outdoors and the Land 
Trust’s mission to conserve natural resources. When she is not 
studying, Kelly loves going to the beach, hiking with her dog, 
and thrift-shopping.  

FRIENDS 
REMEMBERED
Over the last thirty-six years, 
the Land Trust has forged 
lasting relationships with 
activists and other community 
volunteers. We remember the 
following friends for their 
community engagement, 
passion for land conservation, 
and for their lasting support of 
our work:    

Richard A. Baum, 1952–2021 
Lee Moldaver, 1950–2021
B.J. Stapen, 1939–2021
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The newly installed stream 
ecology sign, by illustrator 
Kelly Ann Campbell, 
survived the Alisal Fire at 
the Arroyo Hondo Preserve. 
Story on page 9.


