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WE ALL NEED TIME IN NATURE
GREETINGS FROM OUR NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, MEREDITH HENDRICKS

How remarkable this shared experience is; 2020 has challenged us and shown the 
existential value of staying connected to the natural world, as well as to one another. At 
the Land Trust, we are dedicated to the conservation of natural and agricultural lands for 

present and future generations because quality of life, space to roam, 
and access to clean water and air should be something we all have. I 
am the new face on a talented team committed to protecting more 
land and enhancing the quality of life for everyone in the county, for 
the long haul.

I was born and raised in the San Francisco Bay Area. Santa Barbara 
has always been my home away from home—until now. My great-
great-grandfather, George Martin Williams, purchased the first 
150 acres of his ranch along Modoc Road in 1873. Thus began a 
relationship between my family and the land of Santa Barbara County 
that remains to this day. George met my great-great-grandmother 
Eliza Towne, while working on her family’s land, Stow Ranch, in 

Goleta. My son was six weeks old when I dipped his toes in the Pacific Ocean in Santa 
Barbara, marking our sixth generation to do so. 

I come to the Land Trust with a deep personal commitment to the mission of the 
organization and to the communities of the county as a whole. I believe that everyone has 
a personal relationship with the natural world and we can all do more to understand that 
about each other. Our team is committed to growing inclusive relationships that honor all 
of us who comprise the fabric of Santa Barbara County and seek to protect its stunning 
and irreplaceable resources. 

Conservation is an act of love. By protecting places we know are important to clean air 
and clean water, our foodshed, and recreation, we are respecting the generations that 
will follow long after we are gone. Mother Nature has a way of reminding us, sometimes 
gently sometimes not, that we cannot know what the future holds. Protecting land 
builds the resilience of our communities by contributing to our public health, economic 
development, and adaptability to future conditions.  

Everyone needs safe places to get outside and step away from stress. Nature will help 
heal us and bring us all closer together to build stronger, more equitable and sustainable 
communities. Our county’s deeply textured landscapes are among the most diverse and 
important habitats in the world. Our agriculture is world-class and so is our open space. 

My thanks to the Board of Trustees for trusting me to implement, with the entire Land 
Trust family, the bold new strategic plan to increase conservation countywide. Thank you 
to the staff, volunteers, and supporters for rolling out the welcome mat to me and my 
family. Thank you to former Executive Director Chet Work for his years of leadership. 
And a hearty thanks to Development Director, Carrie Mullen, for wearing so many hats, 
including Interim Executive Director, over the last few months.

We are accelerating the pace of conservation of land for natural resources, agriculture, and 
open space. I ask you to join us in our renewed commitment to the lands and people of 
our county and we welcome your partnership. 

I look forward to the day we can meet in person, 

Meredith Hendricks, Executive Director
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THE GOLD STANDARD  
IN CONSERVATION
IN AUGUST, THE LAND TRUST CELEBRATED OUR SECOND ACCREDITATION 
RENEWAL after successfully undergoing a rigorous review of financial management 
and conservation practices. The Land Trust was among a small group of the nation’s 
first land trusts to become accredited by the Land Trust Accreditation Commission, 
an independent arm of the Land Trust Alliance established to certify strong, 
professional land trusts, foster public confidence in land conservation, and help 
ensure the long-term protection of land. 

Joe Weiland, the Land Trust’s treasurer observes, “When a land trust takes on 
an easement to protect land it is an agreement that does not end. Forever is a 
big responsibility. The Land Trust for Santa Barbara County was built for this 
responsibility. The accreditation process is a way for all of our community partners to 
know that we are up for the task of preserving our agricultural, and natural lands for 
generations to come.” 

For the Land Trust, there is no greater recognition than accreditation. The 
certification distinguishes the organization for adherence to high ethical and technical 
guidelines for the responsible operation of a land trust. Building community 
stakeholder trust in our work is central to achieving the countywide conservation 
goals the Land Trust is working toward. Successful conservation requires sincere 
collaboration and strong partnerships. A commitment to sustainability and 
permanence runs through everything we do, maintaining our accreditation is a 
tangible demonstration of our commitment and accountability to our community 
supporters and partners. 

GET THE 
LOWDOWN 
MONTHLY E-NEWSLETTER KEEPS 
YOU IN THE KNOW about special 
events, the latest news on land 
conservation projects, visiting Arroyo 
Hondo Preserve, and early access to 
new wildlife camera footage! Subscribe 
today to join the fun. 

Sign up at: 
 www.sblandtrust.org/sign-up
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ARROYO HONDO’S FIRST SELF-
GUIDED NATURE EDUCATION TRAIL
IF WE HAVE LEARNED ANYTHING DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC, it is 
that flexibility and adaptation are the name of the game. John Warner and Sally 
Isaacson developed a new interactive educational trail for schools and families 
in lieu of canceled fall field trips to the preserve. Restructuring school visits to 
accommodate virtual learning schedules provides school-age children and their 
families with a new opportunity for students to get outside and learn about 
ecology safely. 

The new trail is self-guided, with 20 signposts marking important stops for 
observing various wildlife, plants, and natural habitats at Arroyo Hondo. A trail 
guide and map, as well as a glossary of terms and letters for parents and guardians 
outline details for registration and visiting the preserve during the Mondays and 
Wednesdays reserved for schools every week. 

These trail resources are free and available online in both English and Spanish at: 
www.sblandtrust.org/school-family-resources-visiting-arroyo-hondo-preserve/. 

Reservations are free but required to visit. Schools, teachers, and families with 
K-12 students can make reservations at: arroyohondoschooltours.makeplans.net/ 
services/15540/slots. This new registration system is for schools, teachers, 
and families with school-age children only and it is separate from the public 
registration system for open weekends. 

A big thank you to volunteer and bilingual nature educator, Melissa Fontaine, for 
translating the trail guide and other documents into Spanish and to docent Ann 
Lippincott, for testing the trail along the way!

For more information contact Sally Isaacson at volunteer@sblandtrust.org. 

WILD EYED AND 
WONDERFUL 
CURIOUS ABOUT WHAT GOES ON at the 
Arroyo Hondo Preserve after human visitors 
leave? Check out the Land Trust’s new 
wildlife camera channel on Vimeo. 

With permission from preserve manager 
John Warner, father-son naturalists Stuart 
and Callan Halewood set up motion 
sensitive cameras to learn more about the 
wildlife at Arroyo Hondo, especially the 
creatures that are more active when human 
visitors are scarce and those that come out 
at night.  

Since installed, the trap cams have captured 
bobcats, large black bears, puma, and even 
some charming cameos from a woodrat, 
opossum, skunk, and blue scrub jays. 
The videos are entertaining and powerful 
reminders that when the Land Trust 
conserves land in perpetuity, it benefits 
people and the natural world. 

For the latest wildlife footage, check out 
the Land Trust’s new Vimeo channel: vimeo.
com/ 
channels/arroyohondopreserve/videos 

VISITING THE ARROYO 
HONDO PRESERVE
The Arroyo Hondo Preserve remains a safe 
place for the public to enjoy and reconnect 
with nature, especially now during the 
pandemic. Visitors are welcome to birdwatch, 
hike, take nature photos, or simply relax and 
enjoy the views and take in the fresh air. 

As of the printing of this newsletter, the 
Arroyo Hondo Preserve is open to the public 
on the first and third full weekends of each 
month. Reservations are required and can 
be made at sblandtrust.org. 

Social distancing is key in reducing the risk of 
Covid-19 transmission. Adhering to all social 
distancing and other public health protocols 
while at the preserve is required and will 
allow us to keep this special place open to the 
community when it is needed the most. 

All open dates are subject to change in 
accordance with CDC guidelines and 
government public health and safety orders. 
Please visit sblandtrust.org for the most 
current information on visiting the preserve. 

WINTER HOURS:   
The first and third full weekends of the 
month, Saturdays and Sundays from  
10am–12:30pm and 12:30–3pm.

OPEN WEEKENDS:  
November 7–8, November 21–22, December 
5–6, December 19–20, January 2–3, January 
16–17, February 6–7, February 20–21, 
March 6–7, March 20–21. 

GETTING GROUNDED
SINCE MARCH, THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC HAS RESHAPED nearly  
every aspect of daily life. Amid rapid closures of schools, parks, beaches, 
trails, campgrounds, and orders to home quarantine, Santa Barbara  
County residents felt the pressure of being squeezed into their own  
ever-shrinking worlds. 

Naturally, the Land Trust became increasingly concerned about the public’s 
dwindling options for safe outdoor recreation and opportunities to connect 
with nature. If ever there was a time to get grounded, this pandemic is it. 
The Land Trust staff and board felt strongly that the preserve should not 
only remain open to the public two weekends a month, but extend its hours, 
adding two days each week for public visits. 

With social distancing guidelines in place, including swapping docent-led 
hikes for self-guided exploration and capping the number of visitors to 
30 people per time slot, the Arroyo Hondo Preserve saw more than 3,000 
visitors between March and September. For many, the preserve has long 
been a place to explore and recharge. However, during the pandemic, the 
preserve became a refuge not just for the wild plants and animals who live 
there but also for visitors seeking comfort and safety. 

As teacher, supporter, and visitor Doreen Edwards puts it, “I felt safer, and 
more at ease, than I have in weeks while visiting Arroyo Hondo Preserve… It 
is one of the few places that people can go to regain a sense of normalcy and 
mental wellness, during all this uncertainty.”  

This sense of momentary respite speaks volumes about the impact and value 
of conserved open space. In a world that shifts and remakes itself each 
day, knowing that we can get grounded on land that is protected forever 
provides stability now and in the future.  

“ I felt safer, and more at ease, than I have in weeks 
while visiting Arroyo Hondo Preserve...”

SPECIAL THANKS FOR 
CONTRIBUTIONS:  
Bruce Reitherman, Sally Isaacson, Ann 
Lippincott, Beverly Holley, Denise Iest, 
Hattie Beresford, Stuart and Callan 
Halewood, John Warner, Suzy Stein, Leslie 
Lewis Sigler, Melissa Fontaine, Doreen 
Edwards, Tres Riordan, Rick Ray, Brent 
Winebrenner.
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the 25,000 acres of conservation on the Land 
Trust’s horizon. And while the sheer volume 
of acreage is both ambitious and impressive, 
Meredith points out that the real impact of 
this work is that people in every part of Santa 
Barbara County feel that the Land Trust is 
serving them because “we all love to get outside 
and I want you to think of yourself when you 
think of the Land Trust.” 

The unique beauty and ecological significance 
of Santa Barbara County is not lost on 
Meredith. With a bachelor’s degree in Wildlife, 
Fish and Conservation Biology from UC 
Davis and a master’s degree in Environmental 
Business Relations from San Francisco State 
University, she understands the remarkable 
conservation value of the varied ecosystems 
that make up this complex landscape. “You’ve 
got rugged, steep mountain ranges meeting the 
ocean, rolling grasslands studded with oaks, and 
rich marshland with fresh and salt water. You 
don’t get that same diversity in other parts of 
the world.” Meredith sees broad opportunities 

to do conservation work that allows 
communities and agriculture to thrive and  
grow strategically. For her, it is about making 
sure landowners get what they need from  
land transactions and that they always have 
choices when faced with financial pressures.  
To have these sorts of opportunities still 
available and possible in Santa Barbara  
County is precious indeed.  

MEREDITH HENDRICKS MAY BE NEW TO THE LAND TRUST, 
but she’s no stranger to Santa Barbara County. The Land Trust’s 
new executive director has Santa Barbara roots dating back to 
1873, when her great-great-grandparents George Williams and 
Eliza Towne purchased the first 155-acres of what would grow 
into a productive 3,000-acre family ranch. Meredith’s family 
history in ranching inspired and informed much of her work 
in conservation nonprofit leadership for the last 20 years in 
northern California. As the fourth executive director in the Land 
Trust’s four decades, Meredith brings a clear-eyed approach to 
the organization’s next phase of ambitious conservation projects. 

Raised with an appreciation of nature 
and tales of Santa Barbara adventures, 
Meredith grew up looking for ways to 
connect protecting habitat with the 
way we live, and she found that in land 
conservation. She and her husband, along 
with their young son, are looking forward 
to creating their own Santa Barbara 

adventures, exploring the intercoastal tidepools of the Gaviota 
Coast, and getting reacquainted with the diverse landscape of 
Santa Barbara County. 

Meredith brings a real dedication to serve both our natural 
world and our community, “I believe in protecting habitat and 
agriculture, while enhancing recreation for everyone. I want 
to help create strong, resilient, equitable communities with a 
connection to open space and high-quality food systems. I regard 
that as an act of humanity and a bold act of love.” This belief in 
collaboration comes from her experience permanently conserving 
land and developing public open space within the urban 
environment of the San Francisco Bay Area, including seven years 
in leadership at the accredited land trust, Save Mount Diablo. 

“ I believe in protecting habitat and 
agriculture, while enhancing recreation 
for everyone. I want to help create strong, 
resilient, equitable communities with a 
connection to open space and high-quality 
food systems...”

“ You’ve got rugged, steep 
mountain ranges meeting 
the ocean, rolling grasslands 
studded with oaks, and rich 
marshland with fresh and salt 
water. You don’t get that same 
diversity in other parts of the 
world.”

MEET MEREDITH 
Hear from the new executive 
director of the Land Trust in 
a special welcome video at 
sblandtrust.org! 

1847- George Martin Williams is born in Baltimore, Maryland. 
Executive Director Meredith Hendricks’ great-great-grandfather 
worked his way to California sailing on a ship around the horn of 
South America and later, driving cattle, eventually landing in  
Santa Barbara. 

1855- Eliza Towne is born in Petaluma California, moving with 
her family to Stow Ranch in Goleta in the early 1870’s. Her mother 
came to Petaluma in a covered wagon in 1853. 

1873- George and Eliza marry and purchase the first  
150-acreas of their own ranch after George worked on Stow Ranch 
in Goleta. The couple continues purchasing land and expanding 
ranch operations. 

1880s- The Williamses begin shipping seasonal crops to San 
Francisco by steamer, including corn, lima beans, cucumbers, and 
squash. Berries are produced for local distribution while orchards on 
Arroyo Burro Road produce apricots and peaches in such abundance 
that tons must be dried.  

1888- Charles Williams is born. Meredith’s great-grandfather is 
one of eight children. 

1896- George Williams is elected president of the Santa Barbara 
County Walnut Association, serving for 25 years.  

1901- Eliza dies, leaving George a widow with eight children, the 
youngest of whom was six. Daughter Georgia leaves her studies at 
UC Berkeley to return to the ranch to raise her siblings.   

1923- Mary Jane Williams, Meredith’s grandmother, is born to 
Charles M. Williams and Mary D. Williams, joining older sister 
Charlotte on the ranch.

1930- George Williams co-founds Los Rancheros Vistadores 
and grants permission for Southern Pacific Railway to cross his 
Modoc properties.

1936- George Williams dies at age 89.

1943- Charles Williams dies in a train accident after an 
unscheduled troop train travels through the family’s ranch  
on Modoc Road.  

1944- Diane Moffat, Meredith’s mother, is born to Mary Jane 
(Williams) Moffat and Paul V. Moffat. Suzy Mayer is born to Roland 
M. Mayer and Charlotte (Williams) Mayer. Meredith’s mother and 
cousin, respectively, grow up together, riding their horses, Trixie and 
Fiddlesticks, on the family’s neighboring ranches and beyond.  

1946- Phillip (Mickey) Moffat is born to Mary Jane (Williams) 
Moffat and Paul V. Moffat. Mickey, Diane, and Suzy are an 
inseparable trio, exploring Arroyo Burro Creek in search of fossils 
and helping on the ranch.

1950s- The family sells part of the ranch due to financial 
pressure partly related to Charles Williams’s untimely death. Soon 
after, the Five Points Shopping Center is developed on the Williams’s 
former apricot and peach groves.  

1976- Meredith is born to Diane (Moffat) Thomas  
and David Thomas.

 

Meredith measures conservation wins in terms of both 
protections of the natural world and community economic 
wellbeing, saying that “without this balance, shared conservation 
benefits won’t last.” Her commitment to equity, justice, and 
respect for everyone in Santa Barbara County is rooted in 
her belief that “people know what they want and need from 
the places they live and enjoy, my job is to craft conservation 
solutions that serve all living beings.” 

Armed with her love of real estate and land transactions, she is 
looking forward to executing the strategic plan, digging in to 

MEET MEREDITH, THE LAND 
TRUST’S FOURTH EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR

A BRIEF HISTORY OF WILLIAMS’ FAMILY RANCHING
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WHAT’S YOUR STORY? 
Don’t miss Stories of the Land, a short film by the Land Trust, for a look 
into the impact your support for land conservation has throughout the 
county. This collection of stories is told by the remarkable neighbors, 
farmers, teachers, and families that make the work we do possible.   
Watch the film at: www.sblandtrust.org

A BOUNTIFUL COUNTY: A GUIDE TO LOCAL PRODUCERS
A big part of the Land Trust’s work is to conserve farmland and ranch land to preserve our local food sources. Agriculture is the 
number one contributor to Santa Barbara County’s economy, grossing billions of dollars annually and nourishing locals and people 
across the globe. Keeping these working landscapes productive is essential for all of us. 

Get to know the farmers, ranchers, and producers feeding our communities and supporting our local economy!

LOCAL FARM STANDS, MARKETS, AND PRODUCERS

Orcutt Certified Farmers Market, Santa Maria 
www.facebook.com/orcuttcertifiedfarmersmarket/ 
Fresh, local produce, artisanal breads and baked goods, 
handmade caramels, and other products are available Tuesdays  
at the market. 

Blosser Urban Garden, Santa Maria 
www.blosserurbangarden.com/farmstand 
Offering weekly CSA boxes for free home delivery or pick up as 
well as a farm stand with organic produce, organic coffee beans, 
fresh bread, and honey on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Sundays.

Campbell Ranches Produce Stand, Lompoc 
www.facebook.com/campbellranchesproducestand 
Get seasonal strawberries, blackberries, raspberries, radishes, 
beets, greens, and more at this family owned and operated stand. 

Rancho San Julian, Lompoc 
www.theranchtable.com/store  
A family owned and operated ranch offering a variety of beef 
boxes featuring the ranch’s signature steaks and ground beef, 
sausages, beef, and sausages as well as honey and hand-crafted 
home goods available in their online store.  

Finley Farms, Santa Ynez 
www.facebook.com/Finley-Farms-161984780560293 
A certified organic farm in Santa Ynez Valley selling organic 
berries, vegetables, fruit, and flowers at their farm stand daily 
and at four farmers markets from Hollywood to San Luis  
Obispo each week. 

Something Good Organics, Buellton 
www.somethinggoodorganics.com 
The farm stand is open every Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday, 
stocked with squash, melons, greens, herbs, and other certified 
organic fruits and veggies, along with hand poured candles, local 
honey, fresh bread, and duck eggs. They also offer a CSA with 
home delivery and pick-up options. 

Folded Hills Farmstead, Gaviota 
www.foldedhills.com/the-farmstead 
Offering natural wine tastings in a beautiful setting just a few 
minutes from Nojoqui Falls Park, Folded Hills also has a farm 
animal petting zoo and a farm stand with organic produce and 
local goods located just off Highway 101. 

Santa Barbara Blueberries U-Pick at  
Restoration Oaks Ranch, Gaviota 
www.santabarbarablueberries.com/u-pick  
Offering seasonal you-pick blueberries, blackberries, and 
raspberries, plus a small stand selling Rori’s Artisanal Creamery 
blueberry ice cream made exclusively for Santa Barbara 
Blueberries. Restoration Oaks Ranch sells grass-fed beef.

Fairview Gardens, Goleta 
www.fairviewgardens.org/farmstand 
A community agricultural education center offering a CSA 
program and certified organic produce, and locally sourced 
pantry items such as olive oil, bread, honey, dried peas and beans 
at their farm stand. They also host special events and educational 
programming.  

Lane Farms, Noleta 
www.lanefarmssb.com/produce-stand 
Home grown fruits, vegetables, flowers, and other locally sourced 
produce are available seven days a week at this 80-year-old farm. 

Santa Barbara Farmer's Market, Solvang, Goleta, Santa 
Barbara, Montecito, Carpinteria 
www.sbfarmersmarket.org 
Get fresh local produce, baked goods, soaps, olive oil, flowers 
and potted plants, as well as meat, eggs, dairy, and wine 
throughout the week and throughout Santa Barbara County at 
these beloved markets.

Farm Cart Organics, Carpinteria 
www.farmcartorganics.com 
Offering a full range of organic produce and groceries for CSA 
home delivery or pick up as well as at their farm stand. Featuring 
produce and other grocery items from local food producers. 

Cuyama Lamb, Ojai 
www.cuyamalamb.com  
Cuyama Lamb graze their sheep herds at various properties (like 
Arroyo Hondo Preserve) and sites for wildfire risk mitigation, 
integrated crop management, and ecological restoration. They 
sell lamb meat and wool and also offer opportunities to learn 
more about sheepherding. 

bringing conservation to life

CARRYING OUR 2020 MOMENTUM 
FORWARD INTO 2021
WHILE 2020 HAS DRAMATICALLY CHANGED daily life and 
we have missed seeing you out on the land, missed the visiting 
schoolchildren at the Arroyo Hondo Preserve, and missed seeing 
each other in person at the office, the Land Trust’s work has not 
slowed down—we will be as productive in 2020 as we have in 
the recent past! Annual financial support from generous donors 
like you is helping us achieve:

•  As much as 15,000 acres conserved over the next 8 months  
as a result of 10 active land projects currently underway.

•  Nearly $18 million secured from agency partners  
including US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Air Force,  
CA Department of Conservation, and CA Strategic  
Growth Council for land conservation.

•  Our second reaccreditation from the Land Trust Accreditation 
Commission—an achievement that distinguishes our 
organization for adherence to high ethical and technical 
guidelines for the responsible operation of a land trust.

Your support inspires us to work harder to achieve bold 
land conservation throughout Santa Barbara County in this 
challenging time. 

Now more than ever, our communities are looking to nature for 
health and healing, relying on conserved land and open space for 
comfort. In fact, after we extended visitation hours at the Arroyo 
Hondo Preserve last spring and summer, more than 3,000 people 
sought out the preserve for its peace and calm.  

The lasting impact of your dollars grows and transforms 
over the years, protecting a future that includes open spaces, 
productive land, and wilderness to nourish the people and 
wildlife to come long after your donation is spent. 

Act now—please make a year-end donation! Help us raise 
$400,000 by December 31 to maintain our conservation 
momentum into 2021. 

Thank you—you make a difference! 

Give today to be part of our success. 
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PATRICIA SANDOVAL, INTERN 
Patricia is currently enrolled at Cal 
State LA as a graduate student studying 
Kinesiology. She is working with events 
and outreach manager, Jennifer Stroh, on 
mailings and outreach before returning 
to school in the spring. 

FINANCIALS 2016–2020

FIVE-YEAR  
REVENUE & SUPPORT

INCOME

Membership/Unrestricted Gifts  $3,370,682

Unrestricted Foundation Grants  $188,420

Restricted Gifts $12,794,828 

Restricted Foundation Grants   $1,634,051

Restricted Government Grants  $3,385,757

Other Income $1,464,080

$22,837,818

Restricted  
Foundation  

Grants 7%

Membership/ 
Unrestricted  

Gifts 15%

Unrestricted  
Foundation  

Grants 1%

Restricted  
Government 

Grants 15%

Other  
Income  

6%

FIVE-YEAR EXPENDITURES

Administration $1,147,689

Fundraising/Membership   $1,363,987

Strategic Plan and Blueprint   $939,942

Nature Preserves $1,603,841

Programs/Projects/Education $4,107,153

Stewardship $847,762

Rincon Bluffs Purchase   $6,004,923

$16,015,297

EXPENDITURES

Fundraising/
Membership 9%

Strategic Plan and 
Blueprint 6% 

Administration 
7%

Nature  
Preserves 10%

Programs/ 
Projects/ 

Education 26%

Stewardship 5%

The excess revenues over expenditures for the five year period presented 
includes $2,600,000 held for the Rincon Bluffs endowment and improvement 
funds, and amounts contributed to be held in our operating, property and 
stewardship endowments. 

The Land Trust’s audited financial statements for FY20 will be available on our 
webpage in December, with the 2019 Form 990 following in January. 

The Land Trust’s work often involves large fluctuations in revenue and expenses from year to 
year due to the timing associated with large land acquisitions—such as Rincon Bluffs. In fact, 
charity rating organizations, such as Charity Navigator and GuideStar, no longer evaluate land 
trusts because this necessary volatility makes the organizations' finances appear unhealthy.

The data below will give you a better feel for the Land Trust’s finances over the past five 
years. This timeframe includes a variety of land trust projects that are typical for us: a large 
land purchase, generous giving from individuals, government funding, and continued work on 
the public access Santa Barbara County Conservation Blueprint. 

Restricted Gifts 
56%

Rincon Bluffs  
Purchase 37%

FROM 0 TO 16, CELEBRATING LAND TRUST  
STAFF ANNIVERSARIES 
PERMANENTLY CONSERVING AND CARING FOR THE LANDS YOU LOVE in Santa Barbara 
County involves a lot of partners—from private landowners to government agencies and 
community members— but a relatively small number of staff at the Land Trust. With an eye 
towards forever, it’s little wonder that much of the Land Trust staff members have been part of 
the organization for many years. 2020 marks the 35th year of the Land Trust’s founding and 
some impressive milestones and anniversaries for our small but mighty staff. 

IN REMEMBERANCE
We honor the following 
friends of the Land 
Trust, whose support for 
conservation in Santa Barbara 
County will continue forever.   

Bert Bertrando, 1927-2020
Charles Stauffer, 1955-2020
Don Margerum, 1926-2020
Joe Connell, 1923-2020
Roger Higgins, 1943-2020
Sam Chirman, 1929-2020

SALLY ISAACSON,  
EDUCATION COORDINATOR 
2020 marks Sally Isaacson’s 10th year at the 
Land Trust! Sally is a botanist, educator, 
rancher, writer, and beloved member of the 
Land Trust team. 

JENNIFER DUNN AND JOHN WARNER, 
CO-MANAGERS OF THE ARROYO 
HONDO PRESERVE 
The Arroyo Hondo Preserve has been under 
the care of wife and husband duo, Jennifer 
and John, for 15 years. Jennifer, a Registered 
Nurse, and John, a botanist, encourage and 
inspire a sense of wonder and curiosity for 
ecology with educational programming and 
public days at the preserve. 

NANCY MARTIN,  
ADMINISTRATIVE COORDINATOR 
Since 2004, Nancy Martin has been the 
administrative tour de force on the Land 
Trust staff and an invaluable source of 
insight with her 16 years of Land Trust 
history. 
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