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Thursday, June 16 , 2016, 11:49 am | Haze Smoke 66º

Preservation Groups Purchase 21 Acres of
Carpinteria Bluffs to Preserve as Open Space
Land Trust for Santa Barbara County, Citizens for the Carpinteria Bluffs, other
organizations raise money to buy undeveloped coastal property

By Brooke Holland, Noozhawk Staff Writer | @NoozhawkNews | June 15, 2016 | 7:34 p.m.

One of the last stretches of open coastline in Carpinteria has been protected forever.
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Local News  

Citizens for the Carpinteria Bluffs President Arturo Tello, at podium, talks about the purchase of bluff
land, along with Land Trust for Santa Barbara County Executive Director Chet Work, left, Land Trust
board president Greg Parker and Carpinteria Mayor Gregg Carty Wednesday morning. (Brooke
Holland / Noozhawk photo)
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Land Trust for Santa Barbara County purchased 21 acres of property that is surrounded by
breathtaking views, picturesquely framed by the Channel Islands, and scenic hiking trails.

Along with help from Citizens for the
Carpinteria Bluffs and elected officials, the
organization raised $5.4 million to conserve the
natural bluff space where Highway 150 and
Carpinteria Avenue intersect.

“I’m at a loss for words, which is rare for me,”
said Chet Work, executive director of the Land
Trust.

“For months, I drove past this property, walked
and looked and questioned if this day would
come. There are not enough places left within

the urban boundary of the Santa Barbara coast for us to forget about one.”

Currently zoned for resort development, the property is part of the greater Carpinteria bluffs and
has been threatened by development for more than a decade.

“Preservation of this land for us, our children and all who follow provides perspective on the
importance of open space,” Carpinteria Mayor Gregg Carty said.

“This location as a gateway to the Santa Barbara County makes this land a special chance in a
lifetime acquisition.” 

However, the land is not yet fully paid off. The total campaign goal of $7.9 million allows for the
purchase, long-term maintenance funds and trail safety, Work said.

“It’s not a cheap piece of property,” Work said.

The conservation organizations ask
community members to help fundraise
the remaining $2.5 million. With the
Land Trust's purchase of this property,
they have 73 acres of protected bluff
space.  

Community concern to preserve the
undeveloped portions of the bluffs dates
back to the late ’60s. Since then, several
proposals for commercial and residential
use have been denied through opposition
from the community. 

In 1998, community residents rallied to
purchase more than 50 acres of the area,
resulting in the creation of the
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About 75 community members attended the
announcement of Carpinteria Bluffs preservation
Wednesday morning.  (Brooke Holland / Noozhawk
photo)
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Carpinteria Bluffs Nature Preserve, which is owned by the city of Carpinteria. 

“This can be a sanctuary and safe (place),” Arturo Tello, president of citizens for the Carpinteria
Bluffs said. “Nature’s work is magic. It’s wonderful we can connect and come here.”

— Noozhawk staff writer Brooke Holland can be reached at bholland@noozhawk.com. Follow
Noozhawk on Twitter: @noozhawk, @NoozhawkNews and @NoozhawkBiz. Connect with
Noozhawk on Facebook.

Reader Comments
Noozhawk's intent is not to limit the discussion of our stories but to elevate it. Comments should be relevant and must be
free of profanity and abusive language and attacks.

By posting on Noozhawk, you:

» Agree to be respectful. Noozhawk encourages intelligent and impassioned discussion and debate, but now has a zero-
tolerance policy for those who cannot express their opinions in a civil manner.

» Agree not to use Noozhawk’s forums for personal attacks. This includes any sort of personal attack — including, but
not limited to, the people in our stories, the journalists who create these stories, fellow readers who comment on our
stories, or anyone else in our community.

» Agree not to post on Noozhawk any comments that can be construed as libelous, defamatory, obscene, profane, vulgar,
harmful, threatening, tortious, harassing, abusive, hateful, sexist, racially or ethnically objectionable, or that are invasive
of another’s privacy.

» Agree not to post in a manner than emulates, purports or pretends to be someone else. Under no circumstances are
readers posting to Noozhawk to knowingly use the name or identity of another person, whether that is another reader on
this site, a public figure, celebrity, elected official or fictitious character. This also means readers will not knowingly
give out any personal information of other members of these forums.

» Agree not to solicit others. You agree you will not use Noozhawk’s forums to solicit and/or advertise for personal

FACEBOOK

Be the first of your friends to like this

Noozhawk
8,869 likes

Like Page Sign Up

An area of the Carpinteria Bluffs where Highway 150 and Carpinteria Avenue meet is a popular
destination for hikers. (Brooke Holland / Noozhawk photo)
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blogs and websites, without Noozhawk’s express written approval.

Noozhawk’s management and editors, in our sole discretion, retain the right to remove individual posts or to revoke the
access privileges of anyone who we believe has violated any of these terms or any other term of this agreement;
however, we are under no obligation to do so.

Support Noozhawk Today
You are an important ally in our mission to deliver clear, objective, high-quality professional
news reporting for Santa Barbara, Goleta and the rest of Santa Barbara County. Join the
Hawks Club today to help keep Noozhawk soaring.

We offer four membership levels: $5 a month, $10 a month, $25 a month or $1 a week.
Payments can be made through PayPal below, or click here for information on recurring
credit-card payments.

Thank you for your vital support.

Red-Tailed Hawk : $5.00 USD - monthly

154 Conejo Road, Santa Babara 93103

11218 Snapdragon Lane, Ventura 93004
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