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County 
to repay 
Carpinteria 
$143,605 in 
duplicate 
charges
By Sara Monge

The City of Carpinteria will be adding $143,605 to 
its coffers after the city council approved a settlement 
agreement with the County of Santa Barbara over a 
property tax administration fee charged twice annually 
to Carpinteria over several years. 

During the state budget crisis of 2006-2007, Califor-
nia started shifting monies it collected from its cities. 
Instead of receiving sales and gas taxes, cities are now 
allotted a greater percentage of property taxes, a swap 
of sources that provides cities with the same amount 
of funding. The county manages property tax revenue 
for cities and charges a property tax administration fee 
(PTAF). With the shift in the funding model, property 
tax revenue began arriving from the state and the city, 
and the county began charging Carpinteria two PTAFs, 
one for each source. 

Multiple Santa Barbara County cities, including 
Carpinteria, protested the second fee. Instead of filing 
a lawsuit over it, the cities and county agreed to await 
the outcome of a lawsuit between Los Angeles County 
and Alhambra to set a precedent and avoid a costly 
legal battle. Santa Barbara County continued charging 
the PTAF in the interim. When the suit was ultimately 
decided in favor of Alhambra, Santa Barbara County 
quickly offered a settlement. 

The county will reimburse fees plus interest accrued 
since the 2006-2007 fiscal year, but both parties will pay 
for their own legal fees. City Attorney Peter Brown 
advised the council to accept the deal saying, “I think 
the County of Santa Barbara is being very upfront (with 
this agreement) … and are paying the same interest we 
would have received on the money.”

City Manager Dave Durflinger hailed the outcome 
as “good news for the city” explaining that in addition 
to the one-time payment to the general fund, the city 
will save $20,000 annually by avoiding a second fee 
paid to the county. 

Council hears general Plan 
report

In other news, the council reviewed the 2012 General 
Plan Report, which it approved 4-0 (Mayor Brad Stein 
absent) and will submit to the California State Gover-
nor’s Office of Planning and Research. Councilman Al 

Construction to begin soon on 
Franklin Trail
Users trespassing until official opening
By Lea Boyd

Friends of Franklin Trail has discovered that blaz-
ing bureaucracy can be far more time consuming 
than blazing a trail. And while the nonprofit has been 
working its way through the permitting process and 
will begin construction next month in an effort to 
open the trail in late summer, more and more anxious 
trail users are trespassing in an attempt to access the 
still incomplete route into Carpinteria’s frontcountry. 

“People can’t wait for it to open, and I’m one of 
them,” said Friends co-chair Jane Murray. “But we’ll 
all have to be patient.”

An average of three groups of hikers a week are 
found illegally entering the Persoon family’s prop-
erty in the lower region of the future trail, Murray 
said. Most believe that the trail is already open and 
are attempting to locate it, and property owners have 
tired of requesting that the public exit their private 
property, which is under agricultural production. 
When the trail opens, it will be lined with chain link 
fencing in the quarter-mile section that runs through 
the Persoon ranch and certain stretches on the pe-
riphery of Carpinteria High School. 

Anyone found on private property in search of the 
trail can be cited for trespassing until the trail is of-

ficially opened. Trespassing on a farm or ranch is an 
infraction punishable by a $75 fine for a first offense 
and $250 for a second offense.

At the completion of the first phase, the trail will 
be about three miles roundtrip, beginning at a des-
ignated parking area on Meadow View Lane then 
running along the edge of Carpinteria High School, 
through Persoon property and up into the Horton 
ranch. Murray said that though the lower reaches 
will be fenced, once the trail enters Horton property 
it will be about a half-mile of unfenced single track 
flanked by chaparral. She described it as switchback-
ing along a ridgeline and offering beautiful views. 

Working closely with the Land Trust for Santa 
Barbara, Friends of the Franklin Trail has secured 
funding for the entire project—a trail that will 
ultimately take hikers, cyclists and equestriennes 
through Rancho Monte Alegre and into Los Padres 
National Forest where it will ascend the crest of 
the Santa Ynez Mountains and come down to con-
nect with a network of backcountry trails in the 
Santa Ynez River recreation area. The full project will 

FRANKLIN TRAIL continued on page 7

DANIeL GIRARD

Michael Feeney of the Santa Barbara Land Trust points to Franklin Trail plans held by, from 
left, trail construction manager Biff McIntyre and Friends of Franklin Trail Co-Chairman Bud 
girard. Trail construction is slated to begin on May 1, and until the trail opens in late summer, 
all portions will remain closed to the public.
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school notes

Household Goods, E-Waste
& Hazardous Waste Drop-Off Day

Items will be recycled or disposed of by
E.J. Harrison Industries & Clean Harbors Environmental

SATURDAY
APRIL 13, 2013

9 am-1 pm
5775 Carpinteria Ave., City Hall Parking Lot

FREE FOR 
CARPINTERIA 

RESIDENTS

Sponsored by Carpinteria Beautiful, 
E.J. Harrison Industries, 

City of Carpinteria.

Volunteers Carpinteria Rotary Club 
will help unload your vehicle.

Please limit 15 Gallons total quantity 
per car or 125 lbs. per car total.

ATTENTION 
CARPINTERIA BUSINESSES!

Small Quantity Generator 
Businesses (SQG) may be eligible 

for waste collection. Call for 
estimated costs. Appointments 

are required for SQGs/Businesses.

Please call City of Carpinteria 
805-684-5405 x445

FUNDED 
BY 

CAL
 RECYCLE

ACCEPTING:

UNIVERSAL WASTE:
Hazardous wastes that contain toxic substances that can 
harm people and/or the environment when improperly 

disposed of.  Examples are CFL bulbs, mercury thermometers, 
batteries, pesticides, herbicides, aerosol cans, cleaning 

products, painting products and automotive fl uids.
15 gallons total quantity liquids

E-WASTE (electronic waste):
Anything with a plug or battery, such as computers, 

fax machines, cell phones, kitchen appliances or televisions.
Note:  There is a $10 fee for each refrigerator 

and A/C unit collected.

NOT ACCEPTING:
Tires, explosives, biohazards, radioactive 

materials, propane and compressed gas cylinders.

Universal waste, e-waste (electronics), household 
goods, including furniture, used appliances, 

mattresses, wood scraps, clothing and assorted junk.

CUSD announces Security Tip Line
Carpinteria Unified School District announced that it created an anonymous tip 

line for those who wish to report security risks to schools or offices. The number is 
881-2869. A recorded message will prompt the caller. According to the district, call-
ers are asked to be as specific as possible in disclosing details, including any names, 
addresses and contact information of those who might be involved. Absent sufficient 
information, it is challenging for the district (and, if necessary, law enforcement) to fol-
low up in a meaningful way. The district will promptly follow up on any credible tips.   

Donkey ball coming soon
One of Carpinteria High School’s most important traditions, the annual Donkey 

Ball fundraiser basketball game, is scheduled for Friday, May 3, at 7 p.m. at Warrior 
gym, 4810 Foothill Road. The event, a spectacle of students taking on teachers in a 
basketball game played on donkeyback, is designed to raise funds for Future Farmers 
of America while raising the fun bar a few notches for participants and spectators. 
Proceeds from admission, $8 in advance or $10 at the door, will help support FFA 
student projects and trips to leadership conferences. “You do all this work and your 
kids win (competitions) and then you need money to send them to state conference,” 
FFA advisor John Avila said. 

CITY COUNCIL:
Continued from page 1
Clark praised the document saying, “It reads like a history of the city … it is enlight-
ening to see all the things we (as a city) have accomplished.” 

The report included all projects the city was involved in last year, including: banning 
single-use plastic bags, implementing an Integrated Pest Management plan, building 
a trail system, fixing sidewalks, removing and planting trees on Linden Avenue, the 
success of the creek rehabilitation program and replacing the heater at the city pool. 

It was also reported that contractors in Carpinteria have been keeping busy; 217 
building permits were issued, resulting in 65 new multi-family and 22 single-family 
houses either built or to be built this year.

The council heard a Housing Element Progress Report that reflects new construc-
tion over the past two years. The number 
of units the state will require Carpinteria 
to add between 2014 to 2022 in order to 
shoulder its share of anticipated state-
wide population growth should drop 
from 350 to 305 given the amount of local 
housing constructed recently. People’s 
Self-Help Housing’s Dahlia Court expan-
sion, which is nearly finished, and Casa 
del Flores apartment complex, which is 
scheduled to be constructed once funding 
is complete, will help the city meet the 
state requirement for new low and very 
low income housing.

Residents can also expect to see an up-
date of the decades-old zoning codes this 
fall. And soon the city will announce a 
new loan program to help first-time home 
buyers with their down payment. The 
program will be funded largely through 
a fee paid by Lavender Court owners 
to convert for-sale affordable units to 
market-rate rentals. 

The next regular Carpinteria City 
Council meeting will be held on Monday, 
April 22 at 5:30 p.m. in the council cham-
bers at city hall, 5775 Carpinteria Ave.

FRANKLIN 
TRAIL:
Continued from page 1
require three phases of permitting, design work 
and construction.

When Friends of Franklin Trail first orga-
nized itself and began plotting to reopen the 
historic trail, which has been closed for de-
cades due to its overlap with private property, 
the anticipated opening was to be in 2012. As 
announced by the Land Trust this spring, “It 
takes a lot of planning and permitting to get 
past the stage of inspiration to perspiration. 
We’re almost there.”

The behind-the-scenes work is nearly com-
plete on the first phase. Initial trail construction 
will take place on the Horton ranch, which is 
in the jurisdiction of Santa Barbara County. 
Work on the lower portion, which falls within 
the City of Carpinteria, will require additional 
permitting.

“We’re moving in the right direction, and 
there are no more stumbling blocks,” said Mur-
ray. “It’s just taken an awfully long time to get 
through the red tape.”

REGISTER BY Monday April 15
Divisions: 

Minors: K-2nd 
Hot Shots: 3rd-5th

Majors: 6th-8th
 FEES: members $50, non-members $90

SEASON STARTS APRIL 23
For more information contact 

Sam Ramirez, Athletic Supervisor
carpathletics@unitedbg.org

tel: 684-1568
4849 Foothill Rd.

Boys & Girls Club Carpinteria

Co-Ed Indoor
Soccer

Boys & Girls Club Carpinteria

BOYD

Signs at the entrance to the 
Persoon ranch clearly indicate 
that the property is not open 
to the public. Franklin Trail, 
which will start on Meadow 
Lane, is scheduled to  open in 
late summer.

Coastal View News 
welcomes your letters 

Letters must include your name, address, phone 
number and signature. Letters are subject to editing. 

Letters over  300 words will be  edited in length. 
Email news@coastalview.com


